SOME TIPS ON  PLAY
It is best to get rid of high cards as soon as possible.
Intermediate cards (eight, nine, ten) are dangerous after
the first round of a suit has been led.
The ace and king of spades are dangerous in black widow
hearts. It is often more important to discard these in the
early stages of play than to discard hearts. High hearts
should be discarded as soon as possible, but low hearts are
not very dangerous and can be used as leads to force players
with high hearts to win heart tricks.
Spades should be led at every opportunity in black
widow hearts until the queen of spades has been played
("smoked out")- Naturally a player should not lead a king
or ace of spades, on which the queen may be dropped, or
lead the spade suit if he holds the queen inadequately
protected.
Other good leads are short suits, so as to develop the
opportunity for discarding as early as possible on leads, by
other players in that suit.
When some player appears to be maneuvering for a take-
all, at least one of his opponents should take a trick con-
taining penalty cards, even if it is a trick he would not
otherwise have to take.
To recognize a hand that has a good chance for a take-
all requires experience. It is generally wise not to try for a
take-all unless the hand shapes up as an absolute certainty
to do so, as the penalty score in case of a failure is great.